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GENERAL

§ 232.10 Application of part 232. 

(a) This part, in conjunction with the 
EDGAR Filer Manual and the elec-
tronic filing provisions of applicable 
rules, regulations and forms, shall gov-
ern the electronic submission of docu-
ments filed or otherwise submitted to 
the Commission and shall be control-
ling for an electronic format document 
in the manner and respects provided in 
this part. 

(b) Each registrant, third party, or 
agent must file in paper format a Form 
ID (§§ 239.63, 249.446, 259.602, 269.7 and 
274.402 of this chapter), the uniform ap-
plication for access codes to file on 
EDGAR, before beginning to file elec-
tronically.

NOTE: The Commission strongly urges any 
person or entity about to become subject to 
the disclosure and filing requirements of the 
federal securities laws to submit a Form ID 
well in advance of the first required filing, 
including a registration statement relating 
to an initial public offering, in order to fa-
cilitate electronic filing on a timely basis.

[58 FR 14670, Mar. 18, 1993, as amended at 62 
FR 36456, July 8, 1997; 64 FR 27894, May 21, 
1999]

§ 232.11 Definition of terms used in 
part 232. 

Unless otherwise specifically pro-
vided, the terms used in Regulation S–
T (part 232 of this chapter) have the 
same meanings as in the federal securi-
ties laws and the rules, regulations and 
forms promulgated thereunder. In addi-
tion, the following definitions of terms 
apply specifically to electronic format 
documents and shall apply wherever 
they appear in laws, rules, regulations 
and forms governing such documents, 
unless the context otherwise specifies: 

Animated graphics. The term animated 
graphics means text or images that do 
not remain static but that may move 
when viewed in a browser. 

ASCII document. The term ASCII doc-
ument means an electronic text docu-
ment with contents limited to Amer-
ican Standard Code for Information 
Interchange (ASCII) characters and 
that is tagged with Standard General-
ized Mark Up Language (SGML) tags in 
the format required for ASCII/SGML 

documents by the EDGAR Filer Man-
ual. 

Business development company. The 
term business development company has 
the meaning set forth in section 
2(a)(48) of the Investment Company 
Act. 

Direct transmission. The term direct 
transmission means the transmission of 
one or more electronic submissions via 
a telephonic communication session. 

Disruptive code. The term disruptive 
code means any active content or other 
executable code, or any program or set 
of electronic computer instructions in-
serted into a computer, operating sys-
tem, or program that replicates itself 
or that actually or potentially modifies 
or in any way alters, damages, destroys 
or disrupts the file content or the oper-
ation of any computer, computer file, 
computer database, computer system, 
computer network or software, and as 
otherwise set forth in the EDGAR Filer 
Manual. 

EDGAR. The term EDGAR (Electronic 
Data Gathering, Analysis, and Re-
trieval) means the computer system for 
the receipt, acceptance, review and dis-
semination of documents submitted in 
electronic format. 

EDGAR Filer Manual. The term 
EDGAR Filer Manual means the current 
version of the manual prepared by the 
Commission setting out the technical 
format requirements for an electronic 
submission.

NOTE: See Rule 301 of Regulation S–T 
(§ 232.301).

Electronic document. The term elec-
tronic document means the portion of an 
electronic submission separately 
tagged as an individual document in 
the format required by the EDGAR 
Filer Manual. 

Electronic filer. The term electronic 
filer means a person or an entity that 
submits filings electronically pursuant 
to Rules 100 and 101 of Regulation S–T 
(§§ 232.100 and 232.101, respectively). 

Electronic filing. The term electronic 
filing means one or more electronic 
documents filed under the federal secu-
rities laws that are transmitted or de-
livered to the Commission in electronic 
format. 

Electronic format. The term electronic 
format means the computerized format
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of a document prepared in accordance 
with the EDGAR Filer Manual. 

Electronic submission. The term elec-
tronic submission means any document, 
such as a filing, correspondence, or 
modular submission, or any discrete 
set of documents, transmitted or deliv-
ered to the Commission in electronic 
format. 

Exchange Act. The term Exchange Act 
means the Securities Exchange Act of 
1934. 

Executable code. The term executable 
code means instructions to a computer 
to carry out operations that use fea-
tures beyond the viewer’s, reader’s, or 
Internet browser’s native ability to in-
terpret and display HTML, PDF, and 
static graphic files. Such code may be 
in binary (machine language) or in 
script form. Executable code includes 
disruptive code. 

Header information. The term header 
information means information des-
ignated by the EDGAR Filer Manual to 
precede the text of each electronic sub-
mission and document submitted 
therewith via EDGAR that identifies 
characteristics of the submission and 
documents in order to facilitate elec-
tronic processing by the EDGAR sys-
tem. 

HTML document. The term HTML doc-
ument means an electronic text docu-
ment tagged with HyperText Markup 
Language tags in the format required 
by the EDGAR Filer Manual. 

Hypertext links or hyperlinks. The 
term hypertext links or hyperlinks 
means the representation of an Inter-
net address in a form that an Internet 
browser application can recognize as an 
Internet address. 

Investment Company Act. The term In-
vestment Company Act means the In-
vestment Company Act of 1940. 

Modular submission. The term modular 
submission means an electronic submis-
sion that contains one or more docu-
ments, or portions of a document, sub-
mitted for storage in the non-public 
EDGAR data storage area for purposes 
of subsequent inclusion in one or more 
electronic filings pursuant to Rule 
501(a) of Regulation S–T (§ 232.501(a)). 

Official filing. The term official filing 
means any filing that is received and 
accepted by the Commission, regard-
less of filing medium and exclusive of 

header information, tags and any other 
technical information required in an 
electronic filing. 

Original. The term original, when used 
or implied in the securities laws, rules, 
regulations or forms, includes the writ-
ing itself or any counterpart intended 
to have the same effect by a person 
executing or issuing it. If data are 
stored in a computer or similar device, 
any printout or other output readable 
by sight, shown to reflect the data ac-
curately, is an original. 

Paper format. The term paper format 
means a paper document. 

Public Utility Act. The term Public 
Utility Act means the Public Utility 
Holding Company Act of 1935. 

Registrant. The term registrant means 
an issuer of securities for which a Se-
curities Act registration statement is 
required to be filed and/or an issuer of 
securities with respect to which an Ex-
change Act registration statement or 
report is required to be filed and/or an 
investment company required to file an 
Investment Company Act registration 
statement or report. 

Securities Act. The term Securities Act 
means the Securities Act of 1933. 

Segmented Filing. The term segmented 
filing means an electronic format docu-
ment assembled from segments pre-
viously submitted to the non-public 
EDGAR data storage for one-time in-
clusion in an electronic filing pursuant 
to Rule 501(b) of Regulation S–T 
(§ 232.501(b)). 

Tag. The term tag means an identifier 
that highlights specific information to 
EDGAR that is in the format required 
by the EDGAR Filer Manual. 

Third party filer. The term third party 
filer means any person or entity that 
files documents with the Commission 
with respect to another entity. 

Trust Indenture Act. The term Trust 
Indenture Act means the Trust Inden-
ture Act of 1939. 

Unofficial PDF copy. The term unoffi-
cial PDF copy means an optional copy 
of an electronic document that may be 
included in an EDGAR submission 
tagged as a Portable Document Format 
document in the format required by
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the EDGAR Filer Manual and sub-
mitted in accordance with Rule 104 of 
Regulation S-T (§ 232.104). 

[58 FR 14670, Mar. 18, 1993, as amended at 62 
FR 36456, July 8, 1997; 64 FR 27894, May 21, 
1999; 65 FR 24800, Apr. 27, 2000]

§ 232.12 Business hours of the Commis-
sion. 

(a) General. The principal office of the 
Commission, at 450 Fifth Street, NW., 
Washington, DC 20549, is open each day, 
except Saturdays, Sundays, and federal 
holidays, from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., East-
ern Standard Time or Eastern Daylight 
Saving Time, whichever is currently in 
effect, provided that hours for the filing 
of documents pursuant to the Acts or 
the rules and regulations thereunder 
are as set forth in paragraphs (b) and 
(c) of this section. 

(b) Submissions made in paper or on 
magnetic cartridge. Filers may submit 
paper documents filed with or other-
wise furnished to the Commission, as 
well as electronic filings and submis-
sions on magnetic cartridge under 
cover of Form ET (§§ 239.62, 249.445, 
259.601, 269.6 and 274.401 of this chap-
ter), to the Commission each day, ex-
cept Saturdays, Sundays and federal 
holidays, from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., East-
ern Standard Time or Eastern Daylight 
Saving Time, whichever is currently in 
effect. Filers may file submissions on 
magnetic cartridge either at the ad-
dress indicated in paragraph (a) of this 
section or at the Commission’s Oper-
ations Center, 6432 General Green Way, 
Alexandria, VA 22312–2413. 

(c) Submissions by direct transmission. 
Electronic filings and other documents 
may be submitted by direct trans-
mission, via dial-up modem or Inter-
net, to the Commission each day, ex-
cept Saturdays, Sundays and federal 
holidays, from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., East-
ern Standard Time or Eastern Daylight 
Saving Time, whichever is currently in 
effect. 

[58 FR 14670, Mar. 18, 1993; 58 FR 21349, Apr. 
21, 1993, as amended at 59 FR 67761, Dec. 30, 
1994; 65 FR 24800, Apr. 27, 2000; 65 FR 24800, 
Apr. 27, 2000]

§ 232.13 Date of filing; adjustment of 
filing date. 

(a) General. (1) Except as provided in 
paragraph (b) of this section, the busi-

ness day on which a filing is received 
by the Commission shall be the date of 
filing thereof, if: 

(i) All requirements of the Acts and 
rules applicable to such filing have 
been complied with; 

(ii) The filing conforms to the appli-
cable technical standards regarding 
electronic format in the EDGAR Filer 
Manual; and 

(iii) With respect to Securities Act 
filings, including filings under section 
24(f) of the Investment Company Act 
(15 U.S.C. 80a–24(f)), the required fee 
payment has been confirmed, provided 
that the failure to pay an insignificant 
amount of the fee at the time of the fil-
ing, as a result of a bona fide error, 
shall not affect the date of filing. 

(2) If the conditions of paragraph 
(a)(1) of this section are otherwise sat-
isfied, all filings submitted by direct 
transmission commencing on or before 
5:30 p.m. Eastern Standard Time or 
Eastern Daylight Saving Time, which-
ever is currently in effect, shall be 
deemed filed on the same business day, 
and all filings submitted by direct 
transmission commencing after 5:30 
p.m. Eastern Standard Time or Eastern 
Daylight Saving Time, whichever is 
currently in effect, shall be deemed 
filed as of the next business day. 

(3) Notwithstanding paragraph (a)(2) 
of this section, any registration state-
ment or any post-effective amendment 
thereto filed pursuant to Rule 462(b) 
(§ 230.462(b) of this chapter) by direct 
transmission commending on or before 
10 p.m. Eastern Standard Time or East-
ern Daylight Savings Time, whichever 
is currently in effect, shall be deemed 
filed on the same business day.

NOTE: Electronic filings that have an auto-
matic or immediate effective date must be 
deemed filed, as provided in paragraph (a) of 
this section, before any waiting period for 
automatic effectiveness commences or before 
the filing becomes immediately effective, 
whichever applies.

(b) Adjustment of the filing date. If an 
electronic filer in good faith attempts 
to file a document with the Commis-
sion in a timely manner but the filing 
is delayed due to technical difficulties 
beyond the electronic filer’s control, 
the electronic filer may request an ad-
justment of the filing date of such doc-
ument. The Commission, or the staff
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